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If you would like this leaflet in large print, on audio tape, in Braille or on
disk, please contact:

Planning Policy Team
Communities, Regeneration & Environment Directorate
Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council
FREEPOST
Stockport
SK1 3YQ

Telephone: 0161 474 4395
Fax: 0161 474 3572



The Government’s Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 has brought in major changes
to the way in which the planning system operates. In Stockport it will result in the replacement of
the old system of a Unitary Development Plan and Supplementary Planning Guidance with a
new system of a Local Development Framework comprising a range of Local Development
Documents.

Existing consultation processes developed through planning and the Stockport Community Strategy
already provide local communities with real opportunities to influence how they want their areas
to develop.

However the Government, through its planning reforms, is keen to build on this and develop more
effective community involvement. This new approach gives us in Stockport a real opportunity to

bring together a number of consultations processes. It also means that we can adopt a holistic

approach to planning services by considering the land development needs for the borough along
side the social, economic and environmental priorities set out in Stockport's Community Strategy.
The Local Development Framework should be a key component in the delivery of the Community
Strategy setting out its spatial aspects where appropriate and providing a long term spatial vision

In order to meet the Government's new requirements local authorities are now required to publish
a Statement of Community Involvement to explain how and when people with an interest in the
planning of the Borough can get involved in the process.

The Statement of Community Involvement sets out the approach for involving the community
in the preparation and revision of Local Development Documents as well as how the Council will
involve the community in the determination of planning applications.

Stockport Council is keen to hear your views on the measures set out in this document to encourage
and enable effective community involvement in the future planning of the Borough.

Councillor Dave Goddard

Executive Member for Regeneration
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The Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) has been prepared as part of Stockport’s
new Local Development Framework (LDF). It sets out how the Council intends to involve the
community in the preparation, alteration or revision of the various components of the LDF and in
the decision making process for planning applications. This document is a revision of the SCI
adopted in June 2006. The Adopted SCI was subject to an independent Examination held in April
2006. The Inspector's Report, which was binding on the Council, concluded that subject to minor
amendments that the SCI was sound. On 29th June 2006 the Council Meeting accepted the
Inspector’s report and resolved to adopt and publish the SCI.

The term ‘community’ embraces all and includes local residents, businesses, organisations,
landowners, statutory agencies, voluntary sector and interest groups.

To ensure a transparent and open planning process, which enjoys the support of the general
public and involves local people in planning the future of their communities, people need to be
involved in the early stages of Plan preparation. The Council will comply with the requirements for
consultation set out within this document.

Stockport’s SCI has been produced Under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004
and taking into account the requirements of the Town and Country Planning (Local Development)
(England) Regulations 2004, The Planning Act 2008, The Town and Country Planning (Local
Development) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2009, and Government guidance in Planning
Policy Statement (PPS) 1 — ‘Delivering Sustainable Development’ and PPS12 — creating strong,
safe and prosperous communities through Local Spatial Planning (2008) and the accompanying
Communities and Local Government Plan Making Manual.

Through the 2008 Planning Act and the Amendment to Regulations 2009 a number of
changes were made to the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. An update to national
guidance in PPS12 was also published in September 2008. The main changes can be summarised
as follows:

The requirement to submit the SCI to The Secretary of State and the formal Examination
process has been removed,

The effect of Regulation 25 (Amendment 2008) is that there is only one stage of consultation
prior to the publication of the DPD, which has resulted in the removal of the Preferred Options
stage;

Removal of the requirement for Supplementary Planning Documents (SPD) to be subject to
Sustainability Appraisal; There will be still be a requirement to screen SPDs where the
sustainability appraisal of the DPD has not covered all issues within the SPD;

SPDs and the SCI are no longer required to be listed in the Local Development Scheme
(LDS).

The SCI has also been updated in a number of areas including the list of consultees in
accordance with Regulations.

In addition, it also takes into account the specific needs and characteristics of the Borough
and seeks to involve representatives of all those interested in the planning of the Borough, including
disadvantaged people and those groups that are traditionally hard to reach via the more conventional
methods of consultation.



The aim of the process of continuous community involvement in the new planning system
is to produce consensus, so far as possible, on the form and content of any Local Development
Documents (LDD) that the Council prepares. Where this is successful in relation to the preparation
of DPDs, it will help to minimise the need for a lengthy and controversial examination process.
However, it must be recognised that the Council has to make difficult decisions on which it may
not be possible to achieve consensus and it will be necessary to take any unresolved issues to
the examination. To minimise the time taken at the examination it is hoped that there can be
meaningful involvement by all of those with an interest in the future of the area throughout the
preparation of all LDDs.

By ‘frontloading consultation’, involving the community at an early stage and throughout the
preparation of LDDs, it is the Council’s intention to achieve a greater sense of public ownership
and influence over the planning policies that will affect the future development of the Borough.
The aim is to seek consensus on essential issues early in preparation of LDDs and so avoid late
changes being made. Indeed the Secretary of State appoints an Inspector to consider
representations in relation to the ‘soundness’ of DPD.

These development plan documents form the statutory development plan, together with the
relevant regional spatial strategy (RSS). The main purpose of Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) -
incorporating the regional transport strategy (RTS) - is to provide a spatial framework for the next
fifteen to twenty years, to inform the preparation of local development plan documents, local
transport plans, and a range of other regional and sub-regional strategies and programmes bearing
on land use. It provides the broad development strategy for the Region, identifying the scale and
distribution of housing development and the priorities for the environment, transport, infrastructure,
economic development, agriculture, minerals and waste treatment and disposal. The RSS for the
North West was adopted in September 2008. The RSS provides a regional framework for
development and investment up to 2021.

When preparing LDDs or determining planning applications the Council must comply with
the community engagement requirements set out in the adopted SCI. When a DPD is submitted
to the Secretary of State a Statement of Compliance’ will be required to be submitted with it outlining
how the community engagement requirements of the SCI have been met during the production
of the document.

About the Area

Aspirational, accessible, diverse and welcoming, Stockport stretches from the borders of
the Peak District National Park to cosmopolitan Manchester. Stockport is a place of contrasts,
and offers a sense of balance and variety that is virtually unique. It's a friendly and fascinating
place to live, work and visit.

This borough is far from ordinary, it has many distinctive features:

a strong identity and an entrepreneurial spirit;

a varied landscape of hills and valleys;

pioneering advances from the Industrial Revolution to the present;

sons and daughters who have explored, invented, or achieved high office;
manufacturing skills, materials and machines;

a rich cultural, spiritual and sporting tradition; and,

major development programmes, and strong and successful partnerships.



One thing is certain: Stockport has come a long way from the Anglo Saxon ‘the market at
the Hamlet’, from which it takes its name. Today Stockport is a place which thinks like a city — it
has a population of almost 300,000 and is home to an estimated 16,000 businesses, making it a
major economic player within the North West.

Stockport is unusual in that its countryside extends to the heart of the town centre and
also, for such a well-populated borough, more than 45% of the boroughs land area is green belt.
Each of the local areas that make up the borough has its own unique identity. It can truly be said
that the whole is greater than the sum of the parts — an aspect and approach that permeates so
much of what Stockport is and does.

The Council’'s mission is to work with the people of the borough to achieve a ‘cleaner,
greener, safer, stronger’ Stockport. The LDF sets out the role that the use of land and the control
of development will play in achieving this brighter future whilst building upon Stockport's proud
past and its present position at the forefront of economic and social change.



The Council recognises that community involvement in all areas of planning can bring
significant benefits as indicated below:

strengthening the evidence base for plans, strategies and planning decisions —
stakeholders and local communities can bring a different perspective to planning, and will be
valued for their expertise, opinions and insight;

community commitment to the future development of an area — local people can make
a difference in their area, with long-term benefits;

promoting regeneration and investment — by publicising proposals and inviting the
involvement of stakeholders and local communities, the Council can demonstrate its
commitment to improving areas and facilitating joint working to achieve better quality outcomes;
and

fostering ownership and strengthening delivery — many elements of the local development
framework will require joint working between the Council, local communities and stakeholders.
The Council believes that by involving communities at an early stage of document preparation
(‘front loading’) it will help to resolve issues, achieve a common commitment, thereby avoiding
the need for lengthy independent examinations.

The following sections outline the consultation methods and opportunities for community
involvement that the Council intends to pursue in both the Local Development Framework and
during the processing of planning applications.



LDFs will comprise various local development documents (LDDs). There are two main

types of local development document:

development plan documents (DPDs) that have been subject to independent examination
and have the weight of development plan status as defined by Section 38(6) of the Act; and
supplementary planning documents (SPDs), which are not subject to independent
examination and do not have development plan status although they will constitute a material
consideration in respect of decision-making.

Stockport Council has outlined in the Local Development Scheme its intention to prepare

the following Development Plan Documents:

Core Strategy DPD, that will derive from Stockport's Community Strategy and will add a
spatial dimension. It sets out the key elements of the planning framework for the borough
comprising spatial vision and strategic objectives, spatial strategy, core policies and monitoring
and implementation framework.

Allocations DPD, a spatial planning framework to secure the implementation of the sustainable
development of the Borough of Stockport

Area Action Plans Although there are none programmed at present, these could be used to
provide the more detailed planning framework for specific areas where significant change or
conservation is needed; and

Proposals Map DPD An Ordnance Survey base map on which all the policies and proposals
in Development Plan Documents and saved polices which have geographical expression are
notated.

Joint Documents

V.

Greater Manchester Joint Waste Development Plan Document (JWDPD)
The JWDPD will:
Set out the vision and spatial objectives relating to waste for the Greater Manchester area;

Develop the main policies and broad framework for implementation and monitoring in the
authorities Annual Monitoring Reports (AMRS);

Detail how the Planning Authorities will meet their contribution to delivering the identified
needs of the region for all waste streams, within acceptable social, economic and
environmental parameters;

Set out how waste management will be considered alongside other spatial concerns,
recognising the positive contribution waste management can make to the development of
sustainable communities;

Plan for the provision of new capacity based on clear policy objectives, robust analysis of
available data and information, and an appraisal of options; and

Set out broad and detailed criteria based policies for the plan area.



vi. Greater Manchester Joint Minerals Development Plan Document (JMDPD)
The JMDPD will:

Set out the strategic aims and objectives relating to minerals for the Greater Manchester
area;

Develop the main policies and broad framework for implementation and monitoring;

Detail how the Planning Authorities will meet their contribution to delivering the identified
needs of the region for all minerals, within acceptable social, economic and environmental
parameters;

Set out how minerals will be considered alongside other spatial concerns, recognising the
importance of the prudent use of minerals in preserving natural resources;

Safeguard existing rail head, wharfage, and other storage and handling facilities and identify
future sites to accommodate such facilities;

Safeguard rail and water-served sites for concrete batching, coated materials, and the
reprocessing of recycled and secondary materials into aggregate, and, where appropriate,
identify future sites for these uses;

Indicate areas where future working might be sustainable;
Identify Mineral Safeguarding Areas (MSAS);

Include a key diagram detailing sites identified within the plan area, and a set of 10 inset
maps, one for each district, to be included within their individual proposals maps; and

Set out detailed criteria based and site specific policies for the plan area.

In addition, the Council will be preparing a range of Supplementary Planning Documents
to include the following:

I.  policy guidance notes to provide additional guidance on the implementation of particular
policies;

ii. masterplans and development area guidance to provide additional guidance for broad
areas of the Borough where change is envisaged such as the Town Centre; and

iii. development briefs to provide advice and guidance on the development of specific sites.

Further information on the Stockport Local Development Scheme can be found on the LDF pages
of the Council’s website: www.stockport.gov.uk/Idf

In preparing or revising LDDs, the Council is required by legislation to consult formally a
number of ‘Specific Consultation Bodies’ to the extent that it considers the proposed subject
matter of the document affects them and also ‘General Consultation Bodies’ and ‘Other
Consultees’ will be consulted as appropriate. These groups are listed in Appendix 1. The Council
will seek to constructively engage the community. The following measures highlight the more


http://www.stockport.gov.uk/ldf

formal approaches that the Council will adopt. In addition, however, the Council will consult with
a wide variety of groups and individuals by mailing/emailing those that are included on the existing
development plan database as well as through general awareness raising exercises via press
releases, public meetings, displays and exhibitions. Depending on the nature of the LDD, the
Council may target specific groups or individuals in order to draw upon their expertise.

Local Strategic Partnership

Stockport Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) is an overarching partnership for the Borough
including Community Groups, Faith Communities, Voluntary Groups, Private organisations,
Registered Social Landlords, Public Sector organisations and Miscellaneous Groups. It brings
together people from all the main public sector organisations in the Borough, such as the Council,
Greater Manchester Police, Stockport College, Job Centre Plus and National Health Service
providers. It also includes representatives from community and voluntary groups and the private
sector. In addition to the LSP there are District Centre Partnerships and other Partnerships, which
feed into the LSP.

The LSP is underpinned by a network of partnerships which are part of the overall LSP
structure and involve groups that deal with specific issues such as crime, health, learning, housing,
environment, culture and the economy.

The LSP also provides a mechanism for joint working through the Community Strategy and
all LSP partners are committed to working together to make the plan a reality. The LDF will look
to carry forward the land use and spatial implications of the Community Strategy.

As part of the consultation process for LDDs, the Council will utilise the existing LSP network,
including the LSP sub group, Public Participation and Involvement Group as a forum for discussion
and consultation. It is intended to create a new Strategic Planning Forum, which will consider the
spatial planning issues of the LDF. This Strategic Planning Forum would enable consultation and
debate in relation to the LDF. The Council may also use the ‘Citizens Panel’, which meets 3/4
times each year to gather views.

Area Committees

The Area Committees and any other associated partnership are part of Stockport Council's
democratic structure. Area Committees are authorised to make decisions on and deliver a number
of locally based services. They also decide some categories of planning applications and generally
monitor the effect of Council services in their area. The Council has 7 Area Committees made up
of ward Councillors for those areas.

Area Committees provide the citizens of Stockport with the opportunity to make a contribution
on issues which affect their local community. They provide an opportunity for local people to have
their say through open forums, public question times and public speaking on planning applications
and are an important part of the Council's public consultation process with the local community,
community council, tenants and resident associations and other local groups.

The Council will conduct consultations and/or information sharing with local communities
on LDF matters through the Area Committees.



Parish Council

There is currently one Parish Council within the borough of Stockport. This is the Offerton
Park Parish Council which lies within the Hazel Grove Parliamentary constituency.

The Council will conduct consultations and/or information sharing with the Parish Council
local community on LDF matters through the Parish Council meetings, which are held every eight
weeks.

Stockport Local Development Framework Working Party

The Unitary Development Plan Members Working Party comprising both Council Officers
and Members has been renamed and maintained in order to allow for informal discussion and
debate during the early stages of the preparation of LDDs. This Working Party will have a dual
function in that it will enable both the dissemination of information on the preparation and progress
of LDDs as well as allowing discussion around the main issues involved in each document.

Diverse Communities

It is recognised that it is important to involve our diverse communities in the planning of
the Borough. Such groups can include minorities, those with special needs, single people or others
who may have traditionally been excluded from the decision making process. People have different
levels of access to information and some find it harder than others to engage in decision making.
This may be because information is not reaching them or the means of involving them is not
effective.

Sectors of the community that are not easily engaged in the planning process may include:

People from Black and Minority Ethnic communities
Asylum seekers and refugees

Faith communities

People with sensory impairments

People with cognitive and learning disabilities
Carers

Gay and Lesbian, bi-sexual and trans gender people
Gypsies and Travellers

Priority 1/ 2 Areas

The Council will aim to use a variety of methods to relay information, generate discussion
and engage those that make up our diverse communities. The Council will also have regard to
the requirements of the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000 to promote racial equality and the
Disability Discrimination (Amendment) Act 2005. Where possible, large print, Braille and audio
versions of publications will be offered on request. Translation services will also be offered in key
publications and communicated via the Council’s translation panel, which details the availability
of this service.



LDF documents and any related literature are available in a variety of formats e.g. Braille,
large print, audio format, languages other than English. If you require documents in
another format please contact

The LDF Team

Communities, Regeneration & Environment Directorate
Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council

FREEPOST

Stockport

SK1 3YQ.

Tel: 0161 474 4395
Fax: 0161 474 3572

Community Groups and Organisations

The Council will respond to requests from community groups and organisations by
undertaking presentations or discussion forums, as appropriate. In doing so, the Council hopes
to be able to exploit significant areas of expertise and local knowledge.

In order for people to contribute towards the preparation, alteration or review of any LDDs,
the Council will operate numerous methods of consultation in order to ensure that local community
participation is as wide ranging and productive as possible. The following main methods of
consultation will be employed by the Council:

Development Plan Consultation Database

During the consultation process for the previous UDP, the Council has been able to establish
a comprehensive database that contains a wide range of individuals, businesses, organisations
and groups that have expressed an interest in, or have responded to, previous consultation
exercises involving the development planning process. This database will be used as an integral
part of future consultation and community participation exercises. The database will continue to
be used as the basis for producing letters that will inform recipients of relevant stages in LDD
preparation. New respondents and people expressing a wish to be kept informed as to the progress
of LDDs will be added to the database.

Public Exhibitions and Displays

Publicity material will be made available within the Planning Reception area, the Town Hall
and all of the Borough'’s libraries and Information Centres throughout normal office hours during
the various stages in the preparation of LDDs. This will include exhibitions, posters, leaflets, relevant
documentation and comment forms and is” considered to be an effective way of extending the
preparation of LDDs into the public domain. The possibility of placing an exhibition or display within
the Town Centre precinct and the potential for placing publicity material in supermarket foyers will
be considered.
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The Council’s Website

Increased levels of access to the Internet means that this is now an effective method of
making all relevant documentation available to the public. The Council will place all documentation
relating to the preparation of LDDs on its planning website at www.stockport.gov.uk. Details of the
consultation procedures will also be made available on the website. In addition, the Council will
be accessible to the public via e-mail that can be used to request any information or documentation
in relation LDD preparation. The Council will provide the option of making representations online.
The Planning Policy Section can be contacted via e-mail at planning.policy@stockport.gov.uk.

Public Meetings

The Council may invite independent facilitators, for example; North West Planning Aid, (a
charity offering free, independent and professional planning advice), to assist and help local people,
voluntary, community and interest groups to give their views.

Local Press

The Council will place public notices and press releases in the local press in order to
publicise the progress of LDDs and, in particular, the various periods of public consultation. The
Council will provide press releases covering feed back on progress of the LDD process.

In addition, the Council will also publicise the LDF process via the Council’s own publication
‘The Review’. This is published 6 times a year and is delivered to all households throughout the
Borough.

Table 1 provides an overview of when the different consultation methods could be used
for the different types of LDDs, subject to appropriateness and availability of resources.

Table 1 Methods of Consultation

Stockport Local possibly possibly possibly
Strategic Partnership \/ \/

Strategic Planning ‘/ possibly possibly possibly
Forum (LSP)

Citizens panel possibly possibly possibly possibly
Area Committees ‘/ \/ \/ ‘/ ‘/
Offerton Park Parish possibly possibly possibly
Council ‘/ ‘/
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Stockport Local
Development
Framework Working
Party

possibly

Letters to
Development Plan
Consultation

v

AN N N

AN N N

AN N N

Forum

Database

Public Exhibitions and possibly possibly
Displays possibly

Council's Website ‘/ /
Public meetings possibly possibly possibly possibly possibly
Local Press (Notices

& Press Releases) \/ \/ / \/ /
Stockport Council’s possibly possibly possibly possibly possibly
The Review (News

Paper)

Stockport Developers possibly possibly possibly possibly possibly

The following section highlights the various opportunities for community involvement during

the preparation of the various LDDs that comprise the LDF, namely with regard to:

a. Statement of Community Involvement;

b. Development Plan Documents; and

c. Supplementary Planning Documents.

Sustainability Appraisal

In preparing LDDs, the Council must undertake a sustainability appraisal that incorporates
the requirements of the EC Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive. The appraisal will
assess the social, environmental and economic effects of policies and proposals as the LDDs are
produced. The aim is to ensure that decisions help contribute to the achievement of sustainable
development. The sustainability appraisal will take place alongside the preparation of the LDDs
and there will be opportunities for consultation at key stages in the preparation of the appraisal.
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SPDs will be screened to determine whether a Sustainability Appraisal is necessary. It is unlikely
that a Sustainability Appraisal will be necessary unless there are issues that have not been covered
in the appraisal of the parent DPD or an assessment is required by the SEA Directive.

In undertaking sustainability appraisals, the Council will:

Consult key stakeholders on the scope of the sustainability appraisal, key issues and options;
Consult key stakeholders and the public on issues and options and the initial sustainability
report; and

Undertake public consultation on the final sustainability report along with the preferred options.

This is a local development document that, is not part of the development plan, is not
subject to independent examination. The SCI is not subject to sustainability appraisal.

Draft SCI consultation

During the preparation of the draft SCI, the Council will undertake informal consultation in
accordance with Regulation 26. This will involve consultation with the regional planning body,
adjoining local authorities, Government Office for the North West and other general consultation
bodies that the Council considers appropriate (see Appendix 1).

Having taken account of any comments raised during consultation with the above, the
Council will then publish a draft version of the SCI which will then be subject to a formal period of
consultation of 4 to 6 weeks in accordance with Regulation 26. To advertise this period of
consultation, the Council will publish a press notice and make the relevant documents available
in the Planning Reception, the Town Hall Reception and all local libraries in the Borough as well
as on the Council's web site.

Minimum levels of consultation on DPDs are determined by Regulation 25 (Amendment
2008). Set out below are the key stages of DPD preparation, against which the Council has set
out how it proposes to involve the community.

Pre-submission Consultation

The preparation of DPDs will be based upon comprehensive evidence gathering. Following
this initial preparatory work, the Council will engage the community on an informal and on-going
basis in order to contribute towards the preparation of issues and options in relation to the DPD.
At this stage, in most cases a two phase approach may be used , even though it isn’t statutorily
required, beginning with consultation on issues and reasonable policy alternatives and secondly,
consultation on the Council’s preferred options for the DPD. The Council will involve all relevant
organisations, interest groups and individuals. It is expected that when preparing the key DPDs,
the scope of involvement will be much broader than when preparing more detailed Area Action
Plans where consultation will be more focussed on those affected or likely to have an interest in
what is being proposed. This period of initial consultation is a key stage in the preparation of DPDs
as it enables people to put forward their own ideas and to actively participate in developing proposals
and options. Consultation during this period of DPD preparation will be undertaken in accordance



13

with the new Regulation 25 in that the Council will consult each of the specific consultation bodies
to the extent that the Council thinks that the DPD affects the body and such of the general
consultation bodies as the Council considers appropriate (see Appendix 1).

Publication of the proposed Submission of DPDs

Following the engagement and preparation of the DPD during Regulation 25 the new
Regulation 27 requires the Council to publish its proposed submission DPD and invite comments
on it for six weeks before submission of the document to the Secretary of State for examination.

At this stage the following formal arrangements will apply:

place proposed submission documents (including a statement of the representations procedure
and a statement advertising the documents availability and setting out where and when the
proposed submission documents are available for inspection) on the website together with
any supporting information which is needed to enable people to understand what they are
being asked to comment upon and state where and when the documentation can be inspected;
make all the relevant material available for inspection at the Planning Office reception, at the
Town Hall and all local libraries and Stockport Local Direct Centres for the whole of the 6
week period for which it is open to comment;

send four copies of the proposed submission documents to the Government Office and one
copy to the Planning Inspectorate on which representations were invited and any accompanying
technical evidence which underpins the development plan document;

send copies of the relevant material to the Specific Consultation Bodies in accordance with
the Regulations including a statement of the representations procedure;

send each of the General Consultation Bodies invited to make representations a statement
of the representations procedure and a statement advertising the documents availability and
setting out where and when the proposed submission documents are available for inspection.
using the Council’'s development plan consultation database issue letters to all entries advising
them of where and when the relevant material can be inspected, how copies can be obtained,
what is the closing date for representations and where to send any representations.
advertise in at least one local newspaper statement of the representations procedure and a
statement advertising the documents availability and setting out where and when the proposed
submission documents are available for inspection.

At this time it is required to publish:

The DPD (as proposed to be submitted) and any consequential changes to the Proposals
Map;
The Sustainability appraisal report;
A statement setting out:
Who was invited to be involved in the plan preparation;
How they were invited to be involved in plan preparation;
A summary of the main issues raised and how they have been addressed; and
Any other supporting documents relevant to the preparation of the DPD.

The new Regulation 28 requires that anyone wishing to make a representation on the proposed
submission DPD must do so within these six weeks and using one of the methods of engagement
outlined above
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The Development Plan Document Process

Table 2 The Development Plan Document Process

Pre Production

(Regulation 25) - Scoping, survey and
evidence gathering, including scoping report
for the Sustainability Appraisal

Informal engagement and discussions with
specific and general consultation bodies and
other consultees

Production

Identification of issues, preparation of options
and initial Sustainability Appraisal
documentation (Regulation 25)

Community and stakeholders are encouraged to
participate , in the most of cases a two phase
approach will be used , even though it isn’t
statutorily required, beginning with consultation
on issues and reasonable policy alternatives and
secondly, consultation on the Council’s preferred
options for the DPD.

Publication of the proposed submission DPD
and Sustainability Appraisal documentation
(Regulation 27)

The DPD is published for six weeks formal
consultation

Submission of DPD and Sustainability
Appraisal documentation to the Secretary of
State (Regulation 30)

Make available the submission document and
relevant supporting documents

Examination

Independent examination of submitted DPD
(Regulations 34)

Publication of binding Inspector’'s Report
(Regulation 31)

Ongoing discussions as required

Adoption

Adoption of DPD (Regulation 36)

Notification and advertisement of adoption
document to all interested parties

Advertisement of Alternative Sites

Where developers or individuals submit representations on the submitted development
plan document that involve the promotion of new, site-specific proposals, the Council will advertise
these as soon as possible after the close of the 6 week consultation outlined above. These
suggested new site-specific proposals will then be subject to a further 6 week period of consultation.
Any objections to these suggested new site-specific proposals will be forwarded to the Inspector
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presiding over the independent examination and will be treated as supporting representations to
the submitted development plan document as they will not support the suggested new proposal.

Examination

The Council will not make any further fundamental changes to this document prior to its
independent examination. The independent examination will assess the ‘soundness’ of the
development plan document having particular regard to procedural matters, conformity with other
plans, policies and strategies and whether the policies and proposals of the DPD are coherent,
consistent and effective. The presumption will be that the DPD is sound unless it is shown to be
otherwise as a result of evidence considered at the examination.

The Government expects a majority of representations to be dealt with at the examination
in a written format. Written representations carry equal weight to those presented orally at the
examination. For those wishing to exercise their right to be heard, the Inspector will determine
whether the representation should be heard by way of a round table discussion, an informal hearing
or a formal hearing.

The Inspector’s Report and Adoption

Following the examination the Inspector will produce a report that will be binding on the
Council. This means that the Council will have to make any changes recommended by the Inspector
prior to the DPD being formally adopted.

SPDs are produced to support and provide additional information and guidance on policies
and proposals contained in DPDs. The procedures for SPD is slightly more straight forward than
for DPDs and is set out below:

Initial Community Involvement

The nature of initial community involvement for SPDs will be dependent on its content. For
example, if a SPD is being produced in relation to a major development site, the Council will
undertake targeted consultation that focuses on those that the Council considers may be directly
affected by what is being proposed. If, however, the SPD is of a more thematic nature, the Council’s
approach will focus more on engaging specialist stakeholders. The main purpose of this stage of
involvement will be evidence gathering and discussion around the main issues and options.

Formal Consultation

Following on from the evidence gathering, the Council will produce a draft SPD (accompanied
by a sustainability appraisal) which will then be subject to a statutory period of consultation of no
less than 4 weeks and no more than 6 weeks. In accordance with Regulation 17, the Council will
consult each of the specific consultation bodies to the extent that the Council thinks that the SPD
affects the body and such of the general consultation bodies as the Council considers appropriate
(see Appendix 1).

In addition, for SPD involving site-specific issues, the Council will seek to notify all those
that the Council feels would be directly affected by the proposal. To advertise this period of
consultation, the Council will again exhibit material in the Planning Reception area, the Town Hall
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and all local libraries and Information Centres in the Borough as well as on the Council’'s website
and will advertise the consultation period in the local press.

Table 3 The Supplementary Planning Documents process

Pre-Production

Survey and evidence gathering. SPD screened to
determine whether Sustainability Appraisal required

Informal engagement and discussions with
specific and general consultation bodies
and other consultees

Production

Preparation and publication of draft SPD.
Preparation of Sustainability Appraisal only in cases
where there are issues that have not been covered
in the appraisal of the relevant DPD or an
assessment is required by the SEA Directive

Revision of Draft SPD

Formal public participation for a 6 week
period

Ongoing discussions, as required

Adoption

Adoption of document

Notification of adoption of document to all
interested parties

Table 4 sets out the different consultation methods that are considered appropriate for the

different stages of preparation of the LDDs.
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The Local Development Framework
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Reporting on Responses Received

Following each period of consultation on any local development document, the Council will
prepare a ‘Responses Report’ which will set out the comments received, the Council’s consideration
of the comments, and whether any change to the document is required as a result of the comment.
It is envisaged that depending upon the document being considered that the responses will be
reported to the Council's Communities, Regeneration & Environment and Corporate Development
& Investment Groups, LDF Members Panel, Executive member, Scrutiny, Executive, and Executive
Recommendations to the Council Meeting. The Council will publish the feedback to all consultation
on its website and in document form that will be available in those premises used for the consultation
process. The Council will also contact the community and other stakeholders by letter or email to
inform them in detail of the response to their suggestions and views. These reports will be available
at all Council libraries and Information and Advice centres throughout the borough.

By producing a ‘Responses Report’, those that commented on the document will have the
opportunity to see how their comment has been considered by the Council. In doing so, they will
be able to establish whether they feel their comment has been considered appropriately and,
subsequently, whether to pursue their comment further.
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The Council’'s Development Management Team is responsible for the processing of all
planning applications within the Borough and consultation is an integral part of the process. The
following paragraphs describe the various stages and forms of community involvement during the
processing of planning applications. Full details of the Council’s adopted policy can be found in
the document “Community Engagement and Consultation Procedures in the Development Control
Process” that is available on the Council’s [Development Management] website. This can be found
at
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/environment/planningbuildingplanningpolicy/
developmentmanagement/planningprocesses/publicityandconsultation

Community involvement in the development management process requires general publicity
with the wider community and also more targeted consultation where it is considered a proposed
development could have an impact on an individual, or set of individuals neighbouring the application
site.

Consultation and publicity on planning applications does not just involve the public. The
Council must also consult the appropriate statutory bodies. In deciding which statutory body is
consulted, the Council must take into account the nature and location of the proposal and the
relevant legislative context. Statutory consultees have 21 days in which to respond. Bodies such
as English Nature will be allowed a longer period of time to comment on applications where this
is prescribed by legislation.

There are also a significant number of non-statutory bodies including local interest groups,
which the Council will consult in appropriate circumstances.

In publicising planning applications, it is necessary for the Council to meet the statutory
obligations and beyond that strike a balance between consideration of cost, speed of decision
making and providing an appropriate opportunity for public comment. The method of consultation
will vary between different consultees and this will change over time, as more are able to receive
and download electronic documents, plans, reports etc. While it is desirable that greater use is
made of electronic transfer of information (as this is seen as a way that the whole process can be
improved), it is accepted that information will be made available either electronically and / or in
paper form.

Pre-Application

The Council encourages developers to contact the Council prior to the submission of a
planning application to discuss a development proposal and any issues that may arise from it.
Generally, this will involve discussions with relevant Council officers and the applicant, although
the Council may also invite other interested parties where their knowledge or expertise could assist
the discussions and aid the formulation of better planned proposals. Where the Council consider
a proposal to be of a scale and/or nature that is likely to generate significant levels of public interest,
the prospective developer will be encouraged to engage the local community. The Council has


http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/environment/planningbuildingplanningpolicy/developmentmanagement/planningprocesses/publicityandconsultation
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/environment/planningbuildingplanningpolicy/developmentmanagement/planningprocesses/publicityandconsultation
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produced a Guide for developers and agents who intend to carry out pre application consultation
on development proposals. This can be found at:
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/environment/planningbuildingplanningpolicy/
developmentmanagement/applyforpermission/preapplicationdiscussion

Not only will this act as an awareness raising exercise for the public, it will also enable the developer
to take on board the views of local people when drawing up the details of the development proposal.
Engaging the community at this stage may, for example, involve a presentation to the relevant
Area Committee.

When a request for pre-application discussion is received the Planning Case Officer will assess
whether consultation is required with other Council Services and external organisations to provide
a comprehensive response. The response given is in connection with matters concerning the
provisions of the Town and Country Planning legislation and inquirers are advised that it is their
responsibility to obtain permissions/ approvals needed under other legislation. Advice for the
developers on the extent of information likely to be required in the submission of a planning
application is available at:
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/environment/planningbuildingplanningpolicy/
developmentmanagement/applyforpermission/validationchecklists

Processing the Application

There are several stages following the receipt and during the processing of a planning
application, where the Council will instigate community publicity and involvement and these are
described below:

Planning applications and the accompanying plans are available for inspection at the Development
Management Offices reception, and Local Information Offices and if copies are requested,
they will be produced at a charge. Copies of new planning applications, that is including forms,
submitted plans, reports etc, will be available on the Stockport [Development Management] website
at:

http://planning.stockport.gov.uk/PlanningData/AcolNetCGl.gov

A weekly list of all planning applications received by the Planning Division is made available and
publicised in the following ways:

The Council’s website; and
Printed copies for those interest groups who do not have access to the internet site.

Site Notices are posted on the application site in accordance with the relevant legislation and
include the following circumstances:

Applications with Environmental Statement
Departures from the Development Plan
Applications that affect a right of way as defined by the Wildlife and Countryside Act.
Development affecting the character or appearance of a Conservation Area
Development affecting the setting of a Listed Building
Applications for Listed Building Consent or Conservation Area Consent.
Major development
(Major applications are defined as follows:
Residential Developments:


http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/environment/planningbuildingplanningpolicy/developmentmanagement/applyforpermission/preapplicationdiscussion
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/environment/planningbuildingplanningpolicy/developmentmanagement/applyforpermission/preapplicationdiscussion
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/environment/planningbuildingplanningpolicy/developmentmanagement/applyforpermission/validationchecklists
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/environment/planningbuildingplanningpolicy/developmentmanagement/applyforpermission/validationchecklists
http://planning.stockport.gov.uk/PlanningData/AcolNetCGI.gov
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ten or more dwellings; or

on a site of 0.5 hectares or more.

Other Development:

with a floorspace of 1,000 sg.m. or above; or

on a site of 1 hectare or more.

Mineral applications.

Waste Applications.)
Where the address details of adjoining properties is not known or are unclear
Where none of the above situations arise but a larger target audience is sought.

Site Notices are displayed in at least one location on or near the site in question for not less than
21 days, during which time representations may be made.

Press Advertisements are undertaken in accordance with the relevant legislation and include
the following circumstances:

Applications with an Environmental Statement;

Departures from the Development Plan;

Applications that affect a right of way as defined by the Wildlife and
Countryside Act;

Development affecting the character or appearance of a Conservation Area;
Development affecting the setting of a Listed Building;

Applications for Listed Building Consent or Conservation Area Consent;
Major development (see definition above).

Press Notices normally request that any representations are made within 14 days of their
publication.

Neighbour Notification letters

The principle method of notifying neighbours of development applications is by a standard, computer
generated, letter addressed to the neighbouring owner/occupier. The letter indicates the location
of the application site, gives brief details of the proposal, when and where a copy of the details
can be inspected and the date by which any comments should be made. It also provides succinct
information about the decision making process, including arrangements for the delegation of
decisions to planning case officers, the ‘call up’ procedure for Members to refer applications to
the relevant Area Committee meeting and arrangements for applicants and the public to speak at
meetings. The letter also contains a brief explanation of what material planning considerations
may include.

Once an application has been validated standard neighbour notification letters are issued, addressed
to adjoining owners/occupiers. The letter allows 24 days from its generation date for comments
to be made in writing. This period comprises the 21-day statutory notice period plus 3 days for
delivery. During this period, the application cannot be determined.

Neighbour Notification letters are sent out to all “adjoining occupiers” in respect of every planning
application. “Adjoining” in this sense means, as a minimum:

any properties which share a boundary with the application site;
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In the case of developments or extensions adjoining a highway, properties that overlook the
proposed development;

In the case of A3, A4, A5 uses the notification will include properties above and to the front,
side, and rear of the site;

In cases where complaints have been received via Enforcement, and the complainant is not
one who would normally be notified consistent with the above, the complainant will be contacted
via the Enforcement Officer in order to retain their anonymity. Should a response be received
this would then go to the planning file and all the details of the complainant would then be in
the public domain. Individual occupiers are invited to inspect the application and make any
written observations within 21 days. Where there are no individuals that can be readily identified
a site notice will be posted on the site.

At the discretion of the case officer notification may be sent to persons in addition to the above.
Due to the volume of replies received it is not possible to reply or acknowledge letters.

The results of any such consultation will be reported and taken into account in decisions made
by, and on behalf of, the Council.

Post Application

A letter is sent to any person or organisation that made a submission with regard to a planning
application advising them of the decision (whether it was determined by officers under delegated
powers or at Committee). The decision, is also publicised on the Council’s [Development Control]
website.

The Council will not determine applications where neighbour notification has taken place
within 24 days of the date of the notification letter, unless all persons notified have responded
beforehand.

Consideration will be given to all representations received later than the 24 days provided
the application has not been determined.

All representations need to be made in writing (or by email) giving the name and address
of the respondent. Anonymous or verbal representations cannot be considered in the determination
of an application.

In the case of the receipt of significant amended plans, which are to be taken into account,
the persons notified, will be re-notified and given a further 14 days to make any representations.
In dealing with minor amendments to an existing planning permission the Council will take into
account government guidance and their own policy when determining the nature and extent of
notification, publicity and appropriate consultation.

In the case of applications to be decided by the relevant Area Committee, respondents will
be notified of the date of the Committee meeting.

As part of the Council's initiative to encourage more involvement in its work, the Council
has a policy of listening to views about planning proposals. They are often matters of great concern
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and the Committee has to make decisions in the public interest and in the context of the
Development Framework and planning policy guidance.

The Council’s Delegation Arrangements for Development and Related Matters can be
viewed on the Council's [Development Management] website at:
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/environment/planningbuildingplanningpolicy/
developmentmanagement/planningprocesses/delegation
Details include:

Section 1 [Part 1] of the Arrangements details those applications that are Dealt with by the
Planning and Highways Regulation Committee [PHRC]. All applications determined by the
PHRC are first considered by the relevant Area Committee whose recommendation is reported
to them.

Section 1 [Part 2] deals with those applications determined by the Area Committees and
includes reference to the “call up” procedure available to Councillors.

Section 1 [Part 3] deals with those applications determined by the Director of Environment
and Economic Development. Approximately 90% of planning applications are determined by
the Director and nominated officers.

The PHRC meets once a month in Stockport Town Hall at 6.00 p.m. The meetings are announced
in the local press and on the Council website.

Area Committees (see 3.9 - 3.11)

Members of the public are invited to attend the relevant Area Committee and take part by
speaking, explaining their concerns, either for or against a proposal, or simply listening to the
Committee debate. All those who submitted a response to the consultation on the planning
application are notified of the date, time and location of the meeting, and they are offered the
opportunity to register to speak to the committee.

Members of the public are able to look at the planning application reports on the Agenda
and let one of the officers know which application they want to speak about. It can then be brought
forward on the Agenda and dealt with in the first part of the meeting.

Each item will be introduced by the Chair who will then invite comments from the public.
Only one person will be allowed to speak for, and one against a proposal. If more people are
interested they will be asked to agree who the single spokesperson should be. Each speaker will
be allowed to speak for a maximum of three minutes.

The Planning Officer will then bring any necessary information, in addition to that contained
in his report, to the Committee's attention.

After any further discussion by Committee Members, in which the public cannot take part,
a decision will be taken by the Committee. The Committee's decision is final. However, applicants
have a right of appeal if their application is refused or if conditions are attached which they do not
agree with. In this event anyone who has written about the original application will be informed.
Third parties e.g. objectors, cannot appeal against a decision to grant permission except on a
point a law through the courts.


http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/environment/planningbuildingplanningpolicy/developmentmanagement/planningprocesses/delegation
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/environment/planningbuildingplanningpolicy/developmentmanagement/planningprocesses/delegation
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In addition, the date, time and location of all Council Committee meetings can be found on
the Council’s website.

Planning Appeals

Only applicants have a right to appeal against a refusal of planning permission, against
conditions imposed on a planning approval or against a non-determination of a planning application.
There are no third party rights to appeal. The appeal process is conducted by the Planning
Inspectorate on behalf of the Secretary of State and in accordance with relevant legislation.

All individuals and organisations that were consulted at the time the planning application
was originally submitted and all those who subsequently made comments in relation to the
application will be notified in writing of the appeal and how to make their views known. If they had
already written to the Council, their letter will be copied and sent to the Planning Inspectorate.

Where an appeal is to be heard at an informal hearing or public inquiry the Council also
erect a site notice and publicise in the press the date, time and location of the hearing or inquiry.

The Planning Database indicates whether an application decision has been appealed see link
below:
http://planning.stockport.gov.uk/PlanningData/AcolNetCGl.gov

There are monthy weekly lists of determined and current appeals see link below:
http://Aww.stockport.gov.uk/services/environment/planningbuildingplanningpolicy/eplanningservices/

NB: Appeal decision letters dating from 2000 are included on the website also. The decision letters
will commence from the introduction of the Council’s computer system for planning applications
[i.e. January 2000] and will be accessed through the Planning Database [see above] using the
application reference number.

Other Forms of Community Involvement

In appropriate circumstances, the Council will respond to requests for attendance at Area
Committees, public meetings or resident’s association meetings to explain planning proposals.

Post Development

This Council undertakes regular monthly monitoring of some completed developments by
members of PHRC. In addition the annual ‘Review of Outcomes’ tour involves visiting and
commenting on 7 separate developments by Councillors and representatives from the Stockport
Developers' Forum, Disability Stockport and the Architectural Liaison Unit of Greater Manchester
Police. In addition the Tour has also been attended in the past by the Commission for Architecture
and the Built Environment, the Planning Inspectorate and representatives from neighbouring local
planning authorities. This part of the process feeds back into policy formulation and application
determination.

Monthly lists of developments are produced from the Building Control commencement dates in
order to monitor the implementation of planning permissions and check for compliance with
conditions etc.


http://planning.stockport.gov.uk/PlanningData/AcolNetCGI.gov
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/environment/planningbuildingplanningpolicy/eplanningservices/
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Inevitably, community involvement has resource implications for the Council. The Council
has used its Planning Delivery Grant to increase investment in the planning service in terms of
additional staff resources and improved IT facilities, both of which will improve the planning service
the authority provides.

The Council has also established a Development Plan Budget whereby financial resources
are available to support the requirements identified in the LDF. Investment in the consultation
process should help to minimise future costs by avoiding as far as possible the need for a future
lengthy and controversial examination process.

The level of community involvement in the LDF that is identified in this Statement is considered
to be realistic and is sufficiently targeted to enable the Council to achieve its requirements with
the resources available to it. It is envisaged that the requirements for community involvement set
out in this Statement can be met through existing internal staffing resources. However, should the
need arise, there are considered to be sufficient financial resources available to cover the costs
of external assistance. In addition, staff members will work closely with colleagues and partners
to adopt a positive approach to involving external groups and individuals and will utilise existing
networks linked to other plans and strategies such as the Community Strategy.
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The SCI will be kept under review once it is adopted. The aim is to learn from experience
and find ways to improve upon the arrangements. The Annual Monitoring Report will be used to
feedback and monitor the consultation process and the success of the SCI. As part of this the
Council will evaluate the consultations undertaken in terms of resources used and response rates.
The Council will also review the effectiveness of the various community involvement techniques
used to review the appropriateness of the methods and procedures used. If any amendments are
required to take account of significant changes in whom and how the Council should be consulting,
then the SCI will be revised under the procedures used in the preparation of this SCI.
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North West Planning Aid is a service that offers free, independent and professional advice
and support on town planning matters to community groups and individuals in the North West who
cannot afford to employ a planning consultant.

If you feel you need help with understanding the planning processes, getting involved in
LDF preparation or commenting on planning applications, Planning Aid may be able to help.

The Planning Aid service can be contacted by telephone on 0870 850 9804 or by email at:
nwcw@planningaid.rtpi.org.uk; or you can write to North West Planning Aid, 2nd Floor Friars Court,
Sibson Road, Sale M33 7SF. For more information visit http://www.planningaid.rtpi.org.uk. Planning
Aid additional information is attached at Appendix 2.

Local councillors

Local Councillors represent the community, and are another point of contact for anyone
wishing to express views and concerns about planning issues.

Councillors hold regular ‘surgeries’ at which you can discuss matters in confidence. For
further details on your local councillors and surgeries visit the council’s website at:

http://www.stockport.gov.uk/councillors or contact the council.

If Councillors are requested to discuss or give their views on proposals they may decide not to do
so because this could prevent them taking part in determining the subsequent planning application,
(see Code of conduct on the Council’s web site).

Council Officers

A planning officer will be available to deal with enquiries about the LDF or specific planning
applications over the telephone or by appointment at the Communities, Regeneration and
Environment Directorate, Hygarth House, 103 Wellington Road south Stockport SK13TT

Local Development Framework

By telephone (Planning Policy Team):
0161 474 4595

By facsimile:
0161 474 4586

By email:
planning.policy@stockport.gov.uk

By letter to:

Planning Policy Team

Communities, Regeneration & Environment,
Hygarth House,

103 Wellington Road South

Stockport


mailto:nwcw@planningaid.rtpi.org.uk
http://www.planningaid.rtpi.org.uk
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/councillors
mailto:planning.policy@stockport.gov.uk

SK13TT

Planning Applications

By Telephone (Support Team):
0161 474 3549/3660

By facsimile:
0161 474 3572

By email:
support.dc@stockport.gov.uk

By letter to:

Development Control

Environment & Economic Development Services,
Hygarth House,

103 Wellington Road South

Stockport

SK13TT

29


mailto:support.dc@stockport.gov.uk

30

Specific Consultation Bodies

The following will be consulted in accordance with the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act
and the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations and subsequent
Amendments:

North West Regional Assembly
Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council
Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council
Manchester City Council

Cheshire East Councll

Derbyshire County Council

High Peak Borough Council

Peak District National Park Authority
Chisworth Parish Council

New Mills Town Council

Disley Parish Council

Lyme Handley Parish Council
Poynton-with-Worth Town Council
Mottram St Andrew Parish Council
Adlington Parish Council

Prestbury Parish Council

The Coal Authority

The Environment Agency

The Highways Agency

English Heritage (Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission for England)
Natural England

The Secretary of State for Transport
Homes and Communities Agency
Greater Manchester Police Authority
The North West Regional Development Agency
The East Midlands Development Agency
Stockport Primary Care Trust
Manchester Airport

Relevant telecommunications companies
Relevant electricity and gas companies
Relevant sewerage and water undertakers
Offerton Park Parish Council

Government Departments
The Council will consult with the appropriate government departments including the following:

Government Office for the North West
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
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Department of Health

Ministry of Defence

Department for Culture, Media and Sport
Office of Government Commerce

General Consultation Bodies

The following are defined as general consultation bodies and will be consulted, as appropriate, in
accordance with the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations
2004:

Voluntary bodies some or all of whose activities benefit any part of the authority's area;

Bodies which represent the interests of different racial, ethnic or national groups in the
authority's area;

Bodies which represent the interests of different religious groups in the authority's area;
Bodies which represent the interests of disabled persons in the authority's area; and
Bodies which represent the interests of persons carrying on business in the authority's area.

Other Consultees

Advice in PPS12 specifies that the Council should consider the need to consult, where appropriate,
the following agencies and organisations in the preparation of local development documents:

Age Concern

Airport operators

British Chemical Distributors and Traders Association

British Geological Survey

British Waterways, canal owners and navigation authorities

Centre for Ecology and Hydrology

Chambers of Commerce, Local CBI and local branches of Institute of Directors
Church Commissioners

Civil Aviation Authority

Coal Authority

Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment

Commission for Equality and Human Rights

Crown Estate Office

Diocesan Board of Finance

Disability Rights Commission

Disabled Persons Transport Advisory Committee

Electricity, Gas, and Telecommunications Undertakers, and the National Grid Company
Environmental groups at national, regional and local level, including:

i.  Council for the Protection of Rural England,;
ii. Friends of the Earth;

iii. Royal Society for the Protection of Birds; and
iv.  Wildlife Trusts;

v. Woodland Trust
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Equal Opportunities Commission
Fire and Rescue Services
Forestry Commission

Freight Transport Association
Gypsy Council

Health and Safety Executive
Help the Aged

Housing Corporation

Learning and Skills Councils
Local Agenda 21 including:

i.  Civic Societies;

ii.  Community Groups;

iii. Local Transport Authorities;

iv. Local Transport Operators; and

v. Local Race Equality Councils and other local equality groups

Fields In Trust

Network Rail

Passenger Transport Authorities

Passenger Transport Executives

Police Architectural Liaison Officers/Crime Prevention Design Advisors
Royal Mail Group Property

Rail Companies and the Rail Freight Group
Regional Development Agencies

Regional Housing Boards

Regional Sports Boards

Road Haulage Association

Sport England

Home Builders Federation

Traveller Law Reform Coalition

Water Companies

Women's National Commission

In addition the Council will consult with a wide variety of groups and individuals by mailing those
that are included on the existing development plan database.

Please note, this list is not exhaustive and also relates to successor bodies where re-organisations
occur.
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How does Planning affect me?

Planning and development in towns and cities affects everyone who lives and works in them, from
the building of major retail and housing developments to the refurbishment of a local playground.
However, if faced with a planning issue or problem many people would not know where to start
due to uncertainty or unfamiliarity with the planning system, procedures, legislation etc. Additionally,
many might not be in a position to be able to pay a planning consultant to help them to resolve
it.

Planning Aid can help!

Free, independent town planning advice is available from North West Planning Aid (NWPA) for
people who cannot afford to pay a planning consultant. Although it helps people with theirimmediate
concerns, a key aim of Planning Aid is to build people’s confidence with the planning system so
that if any future issues arise they have a better chance of dealing with it themselves.

How does it work?

Professionally qualified volunteers can give advice on a wide range of planning issues either in
person (by making site or home visits) or by telephone — depending on the type of enquiry. In
some cases they can attend meetings or public enquiries on behalf of clients. Because it is
independent of local or central government Planning Aid can give impartial, practical advice and
information, in addition to that provided by your Local Authority.

What about communities?

Local authorities now have to involve and consult people and communities on planning and
development in their areas — how they plan to do this is set out in the ‘Statement of Community
Involvement’. The NWPA Community Planning programme helps communities to understand and
play a role in the planning process, particularly on issues affecting local areas and neighbourhoods.
Volunteers can simply give advice to groups or can get involved in a wide range of activities to
help them improve their areas.

Key elements of the Community Planning programme include:

Information events and presentations.

Advice and assistance on contributing to local development plans.

Helping communities to develop their own strategies, including parish plans.
Training on the planning system and development plans.

Educational projects with school children and young people.

How can | find out more?
By calling the Advice Line on 0870 850 9804

By emailing nwco@planningaid.rtpi.org.uk

By going to http://www.planningaid.rtpi.org.uk



mailto:nwco@planningaid.rtpi.org.uk
http://www.planningaid.rtpi.org.uk
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ABBREVIATION & EXPLANATION
DPD

Development Plan Document — A Local Development Document that has been subject to
independent testing and has the weight of development plan status. Replaces the Local Plan.

LDF

Local Development Framework - The Local Development Framework is a portfolio of local
development documents which will provide the local planning authority’s policies for meeting the
community’s economic, environmental and social aims for the future of there area where this
affects the development and use of land.

LDD

Local Development Document - Sits within the LDF portfolio and comprise Development Plan
Documents (DPDs) that have been subject to independent testing and have the weight of
development plan status and Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) which are not subject
to independent testing and do not have development plan status.

LDS

Local Development Scheme - A public statement identifying which Local Development Documents
will be produced and when.

LSP

Local Strategic Partnership - A Local Strategic Partnership (LSPSs) is a single non-statutory,
multi-agency body, which matches local authority boundaries, and aims to bring together at a local
level the different parts of the public, private, community and voluntary sectors. The ‘Stockport
Partnership’ is the Local Strategic Partnership for Stockport. It brings together over 115 public,
voluntary and community, and private sector organisations. The main purpose of the Partnership
is to work together to secure the social, environmental and economic well-being of Stockport.

RSS

Regional spatial strategy - sets out the region’s policies in relation to the development and use of
land and forms part of the Development Plan for local planning authorities. Planning Policy
Statement 11 ‘Regional Spatial Strategies provides detailed guidance on the function and
preparation of Regional spatial strategies.

SA

Sustainability Appraisal - Sustainability appraisal is as a systematic and iterative appraisal
process, incorporating the requirements of the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive.
The purpose of sustainability appraisal is to appraise the social, environmental and economic
effects of the strategies and policies in a local development document from the outset of the
preparation process.
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SCI

Statement of Community Involvement - The statement of community involvement should set
out the local planning authority's policy for involving the community in the preparation and revision
of local development documents and planning applications.

SEA

Strategic Environmental Appraisal —a generic term used internationally to describe environmental
assessment as applied to policies, plans and programmes.

SPD

Supplementary Planning Document — A Local Development Document that has not been subject
to independent testing and does not have the weight of development plan status. Replaces
Supplementary Planning Guidance.

SPG

Supplementary Planning Guidance — Either theme or topic based. Provides additional information
to Local Plan Policies. Non-statutory. Being phased out and replaced by Supplementary Planning
Documents (SPD).
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